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[B] 


R. Ba bar Kohen said before R. Yosé, R. Aha in the name of R. Jacob 
bar Idi: “It is forbidden to betroth a woman on Friday.” 


That which you have said indicates that one should not make the 
banquet in celebration of the betrothal. 


But lo, as to the actual betrothal, it is permitted. 


Samuel said, “Even on the ninth of Ab one should betroth a woman [if 
the occasion arises], so that someone else will not [marry her] first.” 


[E] The opinions assigned to Samuel are at variance with one another. 


[F] There he has said, “God gives the desolate a home to dwell in” (Ps. 
68:6). 


[G] And “In the balances they go up; they are together lighter than a 
breath” (Ps. 62:9). [Both verses imply that the marriage is a ranged 
by God.] 


[H] And here he has said this [that one has to take action on his own: 
“So that someone else should not get there first’!] 


[I] Rather [Samuel meant that he should marry], lest someone precede 
him by praying [for her hand in marriage]. 


[J] Even so, the marriage will not last [if God has not arranged it]. 


[Since M. 1:8A says they cut down on greeting one another, in fact 
there should be no greeting at all.] For has it not been taught as 
follows: There is to be no greeting of one’s close associates on the 
ninth of Ab. 


And as to ordinary folk, one [answers their greeting] in a low voice 
[T. Ta. 3:12]. 


The law is required for the days between one fast and another [though 
on the fast days themselves there is to be no greeting]. 


Once Nisan has ended, if it then rains, it is a sign of a curse [M. 
1:8D]. 


Said R. Yosé b. R. Bun, “That refers specifically to the season of 
Nisan [thirty days after the vernal equinox, hence, April 21]. 


[C] Said R. Samuel b. R. Isaac, “That which you have said applies to a 
case in which it has not already rained at all. But if it already has 
rained, it is a sign of blessing.” 


